	[image: image1.wmf]
CITY COUNCIL RESEARCH DIVISION

LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY



	JEFFREY R. CLEMENTS
Chief of Research
(904) 630-1377
	
	117 West Duval Street

City Hall, Suite 425

Jacksonville, FL  32202

FAX (904) 630-3403



Bill Type and Number:    Ordinance   2018-195
Sponsor: Council Member R. Brown:
Date of Introduction: March 27, 2018
Committee(s) of Reference: F
Date of Analysis; March 30, 2018
Type of Action: Appropriation; Ordinance Code Waiver
Bill Summary: The ordinance appropriates $3,000,000 from the Northwest Jacksonville Economic Development Trust Fund (“NWJEDF”) , Miscellaneous Sales Account for Supermarket Grants; it provides for the engagement of a consultant/broker; it provides for the development of a grant application; it provides for a carryover of funds; it provides for City oversight by the Office of Economic Development; it waives and amends the compliance with the Northwest Jacksonville Economic Development Fund Guidelines approved and adopted pursuant to Ordinance 2016-779-E.
Background Information: The owner of two retail supermarkets, located in the Northwest area of Jacksonville, has declared bankruptcy and decided to close the existing supermarkets.  The closing of the supermarkets exacerbates the lack of grocery stores within reasonable proximity to residents living within the Northwest Area.  By  definition of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, the area becomes a “food desert” because residents living in the area are without access to fresh, healthy and affordable food.  Residents are forced to spend limited food budgets on inexpensive, canned or processed foods because fresh foods are not available.  This legislation would create a grant program within the Northwest Jacksonville Economic Development Trust Fund.  The supermarket grants are intended to alleviate food desert areas within the Northwest Area with incentives to attract supermarkets to the area. The Northwest Jacksonville Economic Development Fund Advisory Committee would procure a consultant or broker to assist with obtaining eligible applicants for a supermarket grant. The scope of a consultant or broker would have the goal of incentivizing up to six (6) new supermarket operations within the Northwest Area.  The Northwest Jacksonville Economic Development Fund Advisory Committee Chair and the Office of Economic Development shall provide the City Council Finance Committee with quarterly reports on the progress of the supermarket grants.
Policy Impact: Northwest Jacksonville Economic Development Trust Fund
Fiscal Impact: The ordinance appropriates $3,000,000.00
Analyst: Jackson
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